
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6775 December 13, 2012 
CHAFFETZ) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 1379. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 31 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1002 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at 10 o’clock 
and 2 minutes a.m. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed with an 
amendment in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested, a bill of the 
House of the following title: 

H.R. 3783. An act to provide for a com-
prehensive strategy to counter Iran’s grow-
ing hostile presence and activity in the 
Western Hemisphere, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested: 

S. 3677. An act to make a technical correc-
tion to the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 
1973. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate agreed to the House amendment 
to the Senate amendment to a bill of 
the House of the following title: 

H.R. 2838. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for the Coast Guard for fiscal years 2012 
through 2015, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate recedes from its amendment of 
December 4, 2012, returned to the Sen-
ate by the House of Representatives on 
December 12, 2012 to the bill (H.R. 4310) 
‘‘An Act to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2013 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense 
activities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes.’’; and insists upon its 
amendment of December 12, 2012 to the 
above entitled bill and requests a con-
ference with the House of Representa-
tives on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses thereon, and appoints Mr. 
LEVIN, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. REED, Mr. 
AKAKA, Mr. NELSON (NE), Mr. WEBB, 
Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. UDALL (CO), Mrs. 
HAGAN, Mr. BEGICH, Mr. MANCHIN, Mrs. 
SHAHEEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. INHOFE, 
Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. 

WICKER, Mr. BROWN (MA), Mr. 
PORTMAN, Ms. AYOTTE, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. CORNYN, and Mr. VIT-
TER to be the conferees on the part of 
the Senate. 

f 

MOTION TO INSTRUCT CONFEREES 
ON H.R. 4310, NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2013 

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, I ask unanimous consent to take 
from the Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 
4310) to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2013 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes, with a Senate amend-
ment thereto, disagree to the Senate 
amendment, and agree to the con-
ference requested by the Senate. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I have a motion to instruct at the 
desk. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the motion. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Mrs. Davis of California moves that the 

managers on the part of the House at the 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses on the Senate amendment to the 
bill H.R. 4310 be instructed to agree to sec-
tion 1249 of the Senate amendment (relating 
to a plan for promoting the security of Af-
ghan women and girls during the security 
transition process). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 7 of rule XXII, the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. DAVIS) 
and the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCKEON) each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Five years ago, I led a congressional 
delegation of female Members to Af-
ghanistan on Mother’s Day to visit our 
troops and meet with Afghan women, 
and I’ve continued to participate in 
this trip every year since. 

On that first trip, we flew to Qalat in 
the southwestern region of Afghanistan 
and met the Provincial Reconstruction 
Team and the women of the village 
they worked with. Like much of Af-
ghanistan, Qalat is rural and impover-
ished. The women we met had the same 
aspirations of women across the globe: 
they seek to send their children to 
school and a learn a trade in order to 
support themselves and their family. 

During that first visit in 2008, the 
school headmaster told us stories of 
how acid was thrown into the faces of 

several female students who attended 
the school. These young girls overcame 
enormous challenges in coming to 
school every day, but their desire to 
learn surmounted the obstacles they 
faced. And there, just like at home, we 
heard these young girls talk of being 
doctors and teachers and anything else 
that they could dream of. 

Each year, we have continued to visit 
the women of Qalat, and their message 
remains clear and consistent: they 
need security for themselves and their 
families if they are going to succeed. 

During these visits, we have seen 
slow but steady progress being made as 
security in the area has improved. This 
year, during our visit, instead of talk-
ing about wanting the kids to come to 
school and being fearful that their par-
ents would keep them at home, the 
school headmaster spoke about the 
4,000 students who are coming to school 
each day and the need for additional 
desks and supplies. What a tremendous 
turnaround in such a short period of 
time. 

But, Mr. Speaker, steep challenges 
remain for women in Afghanistan. Se-
curity, especially for women, has been 
at the heart of the problem that needs 
to be addressed as we transition re-
sponsibility to Afghan forces. Just this 
week, we had a reminder of those secu-
rity concerns. 

On Monday, the Director of Women’s 
Affairs was killed in the Laghman 
province. She replaced the previous di-
rector, who was also assassinated just 6 
months ago. It is heartbreaking to hear 
of these female leaders being assas-
sinated in an area that is trying so 
hard to move their people and their 
country forward. A country cannot dis-
enfranchise nearly 50 percent of their 
population while seeking to achieve a 
strong prosperous economy. 

The language included in the Senate 
bill is a step in the right direction. So 
many organizations have been active in 
the transformation of Afghanistan, and 
I would encourage my colleagues at the 
Department of Defense and the Depart-
ment of State to ensure that this is a 
multi-pronged effort. We must involve 
all the entities, not only here in the 
United States and Afghanistan, but 
also in Pakistan and India, where 
women there understand the daily 
challenges that Afghan women face, 
and create opportunities for these 
groups to work together. It is the least 
that we can do to support the women of 
Afghanistan and leave their country 
with a sustainable path for stability. 

But, Mr. Speaker, this is more than 
the security of women and their ability 
to prosper in Afghanistan. It is also 
about our military servicemembers. 
Women on Provincial Reconstruction 
Teams have worked hard to help the 
women of Afghanistan, and members of 
the Female Engagement Teams have 
been tremendous role models for young 
Afghan children. 

Our brave military men and women 
have sacrificed so much in Afghani-
stan, and to leave without the ability 
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